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The Denocratie Republic of Vietnem (DRY) campsizn of long~tern résistsnce may 

be theoretically divided into three phases, eech preceedes by careful militery 
and political preper:tion: retreut, resistance and offensive. Tico phases 

are described below. 


Retreat (December 1946 ~ early 1948) 
nO ee early 1948 


l. In view of its inferiority to the enemy in all respects during this period 
the DRV necessarily exuployed the following tactics: 


a. Retreat into the mountsing in order to organize a regular ermy and 
to form political end military cadres, - 


be A scorched exrth policy designed to weaken the enenyts capabilities 
for action, 


ce. Intense propaganda and systenctic terrorism to discourece the poou- 
dition from collaborution with the eneniy. 


qd. Guerrille warfare, 


26 The tectic of ruerrille werfare wis used to expond the zone of DRY occupation 
while avoidin; direct contact with the onemy. The DRV used only forces of 
the local defense units, end not the recular forces, in fuerrille ettacks for 
the following ressons: ; ; 


t+. Because suorrille attacks were carried out by the villrrers thonselves, 
french roprisals vere carried out Dlindly areinst the entire popu~ 
lation of the DRY zones, thus provoking the anger of the seople and 
also detorrins iwnti-Conmuunist elements in the irench zones fron 
cooperstion with the trench. 


do Superior troops of the villigo units could be detected and later 
used to augment the renks of the reculer forces. 


C+ Rezular forces could be preserved for future operutions. 
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Guerilla operations carefully planned and executed only when their success 
appeared certain, included: 


&- Ambushes along routes travelled by the enemy and directed at the 
principal convoy sections. 


be. Use of automatic mines. 


e. Surprise attacks arairst isolated villages which hed been infiltrated 
by DRV troops. 


Resistance (1948 - Present) 


DRV propaganda and directives havo described this phase as the longest and most 
difficult, requiring the maximum effort and sacrifice on the part of the 
soldier as well as of the ordinery citizen. It began when the regulur DRV 
forces had attained some strength, the guerrille forces had shown increased 
effectiveness, and the DRV zone of occupstion had been extended to its limit. 
At this time, the I’rench were at a disadvantage because of heving to disperse 
their forces between small posts throughout the French-occupied zones; once 
these forces were removed the crea was automatically left to DRV control. 

This was especially true in North Vietnam, where the French had not succeeded 
in utilizing small autonomous armed groups, such as the religious sects in the 
south, to supplement their own forces, 


The resistance phase may be divided into two parts: 
ao The perict in which guerrille warfere predomineted and regular force 
action was secondary. During this period the regular forces were 
reorganized, supplementary local troops umits were formed, and small 
offensives were launched to gain experience. 


b. The period in which organized offensives replaced guerrilla activity 
in primery importence. This period was launched with the attacks 
against Cao Bang, Bac Kan end Langson in August 1950, when the regular 
forces were sufficiently strong to be sent into combat. At the sane 
tine additional units of local troops in northern Annan and one local 
regiment for each province of North Vietnam were being formed. The 
action of these provincial regiments is confined to the Bupport of 
reguler army units fighting in their reapective arees and to the acti- 
vation of guerrilla operations in secondary combet zones. 


During this period, the DRV is not attempting to gain ground, but rather to 
decrease the enemy's combat effectives. For this reason the attacks are aimed 
primarily et French or Foreign Legion units rather than Vietnamese troops, 
which are more easily replaced. Expendable elements, according to the DRV, 
are firet the population, then the guerrillas, the local forces, and last the 
regular forces, 


Current DRV strategy is as follows: 


a. Attacks against the weakest points in enomy territory, avoiding the 
strong points. 


be Removal of attention from the principal front through several prelimi- 
nory false maneuvers, 


ce Attempts to win smell batt es rather than risk defeat in large-scale 
canpaizns. For this reuson the DRV always employs more forces then 


: . ‘ . 1 
necessrry for vietorv and retires when victory no lonrer aporrs. fersible. 
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Offensive 


8. In principis this lust phase of the long-term resistance will not begin until 
the balance is delinitely on the DRV side. This period will involve a slow 
but thorough penetration of the French-occupied rerions. 


25X1A 1.  caras Comment. Vo Nguyen Ginp wos criticized after the January 1951 
attacks against Vinh Yen-vhuc Yen for not edherin: to this principle, 
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